Document Summary

USAID Initiative to End Hunger in Africa (IEHA) 

USAID recognizes that widespread hunger and the trap of (rural) poverty in Africa are two of the most significant development challenges to the world today. 

USAID states that agriculture is the most effective driver to economic growth in poor countries of Africa. 

USAID takes the fact of population growth as an important given reason to produce more food and raise agricultural productivity.

As a consequence, USAID executes activities in Africa to reduce rural poverty and to enhance food security through agricultural development. In this regard, the focus of activities is on raising agricultural productivity combined with improving conditions for agricultural trade, investment and agribusiness development.

USAID Initiative to End Hunger in Africa

The Initiative to End Hunger in Africa (IEHA) is one of the most important efforts to address the above mentioned problem and foster solutions. The primary objective of the initiative is rapidly and sustainably increase agricultural growth and rural incomes in Sub-Sahara Africa. 

IEHA was launched in 2002 and is a multi-year large-scale programme designed to contribute to the fulfillment of the Millennium Development Goals.

Implementation of IEHA

IEHA is presently being implemented through three sub-regional platforms in East, West and Southern Africa as well as in three individual country programs: Ghana, Zambia and Kenya.

The activities carried out under the IEHA are the following:

1. investment in technical assistance and training to agricultural producers and their organizations;

2. investment in science and technology in selected agricultural commodities and dissemination of results through training;

3. promotion of trade liberalization;

4. strengthening of national policies and institutional frameworks to enable producers and investors to make use of emerging market and trade opportunities;

5. strengthening of producers’, processors’ and trade organizations and ultimately development of effective chain management structures;

6. promotion of institutional structures to protect the most vulnerable groups in society and manage risks;

7. promotion of institutional structures to protect the natural environment and enhance environmental sustainability of agricultural production;

8. further institutional capacity building of relevant chain actors and other stakeholders in selected supply chains.

Global partnerships

Furthermore, IEHA aims to build up global partnerships that can improve the conditions for agriculture and agribusiness. These partnerships comprise national governments, regional organizations, multilateral development organizations, universities, private sector and NGOs.

In this respect, activities are undertaken to create a more supportive environment to agriculture and to build up physical infrastructure necessary for trade and market functioning (roads, market places, communication systems, collection centres etc.). There are special activities to strengthen the capacity of private sector organizations and supporting institutions such as the agricultural service providers and input suppliers.

Knowledge as driver to development

USAID states that knowledge and the capacity to harness the opportunities is the major driver of the global economic development process. It argues that people without knowledge or capacity to use it, tend to get excluded from benefits of economic development. As a result, IEHA puts a strong emphasis on local capacity building on agricultural science and technology. Moreover, it encourages the innovative (and thus competitive!) capacity of the sector and countries.

USAID does not put much belief into the establishment of safety nets for the poor as they tend to be crisis oriented and could distort market functioning. USAID is a strong believer of technology being able to renew agriculture and make the required change.
Future direction for agriculture

USAID strongly recommends countries to liberalize their agricultural markets and enter into free global trade. They are clearly in favor of a market solution to hunger and poverty problems. This implies that the functioning of agricultural markets and the global food commodity markets in particular would have to be improved (i.e. become more free). In addition, USAID stresses the need of change of the agricultural sector in many countries to become “new agriculture” with more innovative food production and processing techniques (“new technology revolution”). 

In short, the USAID direction consists of liberalization of agricultural trade and markets and modernization of the agricultural sector through a technology revolution.
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